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ministers fell into disagreement and the patent was never signed.
He not only cajoled her now, he all but commanded. A letter
he wrote her at the very height of the crisis, on July 27th, displayed
not only the understanding of her which had only once failed
him, but something like a masterfulness upon which he had never
before ventured. There had been worried dispute in the Council
as to where Elizabeth should remain until the issue of the battle
in the Channel were known, for if she were taken, all would have
been over. Some wanted her to remove herself far inland, she
herself was determined to be virtually on the spot where the
invasion occurred:
"Now for your person," wrote Robert, "being the most
sacred and dainty thing we have in this world to care for, a
man must tremble when he thinks of it; specially finding
your Majesty to have that princely courage, to transport
yourself to the utmost confines of your realm to meet your
enemies and defend your subjects. I cannot, most dear Queen,
consent to that; for upon your well doing consists all the
safety of your whole kingdom; and therefore preserve that
above all. Yet will I not that, in some sort, so princely and
so rare a magnanimity should not appear to your people and
the world as it is. And thus far, if it please your Majesty, you
may^do, to draw yourself to your house at Havering: and
your army being about London, at Stratford, East Hani, and
the villages thereabout, shall be always not only a defence,
but a ready supply to these counties, Essex and Kent, if need
be. And in the meantime your Majesty, to comfort this army,
and people of both counties, may, if it please you, spend two
or three days to see both the camp and the forts. It is not
fourteen miles at most from Havering, and a very convenient
place for your Majesty to lie by the way and so rest you at
camp. I trust you will be pleased at your Lieutenant's cabin
and within a mile there is a gentleman's house where your
Majesty may be. You shall comfort not only these thousands,
but many more that shall hear of it. And thus far, and no
further, can I consent to venture your person. And by the
grace of God, there can be no danger in this, though the enemy
should pass by your'fleet. .."
The advice to withdraw to Havering had not to be considered,